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of iron, such as few of the members could throw well
from hub to hub. Marshall himself threw them with
great success and accuracy, and often "rang the meg."
On this occasion Marshall and the Rev. Mr. Blair led
the two parties of players. Marshall played first, and
rang the meg. Parson Blair did the same, and his
quoit came down plumply on top of Marshall's. There
was uproarious applause, which drew out all the others
from the dinner; and then came an animated contro-
versy as to what should be the effect of this exploit.
They all returned to the table, had another bottle of
champagne, and listened to arguments, one from Mar-
shall, pro se, and one from Wickham for Parson Blair.
[Marshall's] argument is a humorous companion piece
to any one of his elaborate judicial opinions. He began
by formulating the question, "Who is winner when the
adversary quoits are on the meg at the same time?" He
then stated the facts, and remarked that the question
was one of the true construction and applications of the
rules of the game. The first one ringing the meg has
the advantage. No other can succeed who does not
begin by displacing this first one. The parson, he will-
ingly allowed, deserves to rise higher and higher in
everybody's esteem; but then he mustn't do it by get-
ting on another's back in this fashion. That is more
like leapfrog than-quoits. Then, again, the legal maxim,
Cujus est solum, ejus est usque ad coelwn — his own right
as first occupant extends to the vault of heaven; no
opponent can gain any advantage by squatting on his
back. He must either bring a writ of ejectment, or
drive him out vi et armis. And then, after further argu-
ment of the same sort, he asked judgment, and sat down
amidst great applause.

